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Microsoft Expression Web #3C: Working with Web Pages (con’t.)

(credit to Steve Johnson; Perspection, Inc.)

By completing this lesson, you will be able to do the following:

1. Preview your web pages in common web browsers.
2. Create static and dynamic page templates.

3. Attach page templates.
Previewing Web Pages
Because each browser can display your site differently, you will want to examine your site using several of the most popular browser formats and different sizes. When you are ready to see how your page will look to visitors, click the Preview in Browser button arrow on the Common toolbar and then select a browser and a window size.
1. If you have not already done so, open your website and display the Web page you want to 
preview.
2. Click the Preview in Browser button arrow.
3. Click the browser with the specific size you want to use to preview your site or page.

Creating a Page Template

Instead of using one of the built-in page templates that comes with Expression Web, you can create your own. There are two kinds of page templates: static and dynamic. A static template is a Web page you create and design which is completely editable. After you save a static page template, you can access it in the My Templates tab of the Page Templates dialog box. A dynamic template is a Web page with editable areas like a static template yet also contains non-editable areas with content that changes based on circumstances such as actions taken by a user or the date.  We will begin this section by creating a static template. 
1. With your website still open, display the page you wish to use to use as the prototype for the static template.

2. Click the File menu and then click Save As.

3. Type a name for the template.

4. Click the Save as type list arrow and then click Page Template. The folder location changes to the pages folder where Expression Web stores page templates.

5. Click Save.

6. Type the title you want for the template. 
7. Type a description for the template. 
8. To save the template in the current Web site, select the Save Template in Current Web site check box.
9. Click OK.
10. Now let’s create a dynamic template.  Begin by designing a new web page or displaying one you have already created. Be sure to leave areas open to create editable regions. 
11. Click the File menu and then click Save As.

12. Type a name for the template.

13. Click the Save as type list arrow and then click Dynamic Web Template. The folder location changes to the Pages folder where Expression Web stores page templates.
14. Click Save.
15. Now you have just created a dynamic template, we need to create editable regions for it.  If necessary, open the template you have just saved.

16. Select the page area you want to vary from page to page.

17. Click the Format menu, point to Dynamic Web Template and then click Manage Editable Regions.

18. Type a name for the area you selected.

19. Click Add.
20. Click Close. You can repeat Steps #16 through #20 to designate other dynamic areas.

Using Dynamic Page Templates
Now that we’ve created a dynamic Web template, you are ready to apply or attach the template to an open Web page. When you attach a dynamic Web template to a Web page, Expression Web tries to map regions on the ordinary Web page to editable regions in the template. If you don't like the initial mapping, you can modify or skip it. After you attach a dynamic Web template to an ordinary Web page, you can modify non-editable regions in Code view or any editor other than Design view to create updatable content.
1. Let’s begin by displaying the Web page in which you want to apply a dynamic page 
template.

2. Click the Format menu, point to Dynamic Web Template and then click Attach Dynamic Web Template.

3. Locate and select the dynamic Web template you want to apply.

4. Click Open.

5. Select which regions in the new page will receive content/regions from the old page. 
6. Click Modify, select a new mapping and then click OK.

7. Click OK to attach the template.

8. Click Close.
9. Let’s finish by updating a dynamic web template.  Open the dynamic Web page template and then make the changes you want to update on other pages.

10. Click the Format menu and then point to Dynamic Web Template.
11. Click the update command you want: Update Selected Page, Update All Pages or Update Attached Pages.
12. Save your work and exit Expression Web.
