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Microsoft Expression Web #3B: Working with Web Pages (con’t.)
(credit to Steve Johnson; Perspection, Inc.)

After completing this lesson, you will be able to perform the following skills:

· Change web page properties.
· Insert background images and watermarks.

· Change background colors.

· Add background sounds.

· Set the page size.
We will now continue our exercise on working with web pages.  The skills you learn in the series of this lesson are essential for production of attractive pages which are standards compliant.  Make certain that you are comfortable with the skills you learned in lesson #3A before proceeding.
Changing Web Page Properties
Expression Web allows you to change individual Web page properties using the Page Properties dialog box. You can change the Web page title, add a page description and specify keywords for search engines. You can also insert a background sound or image, make the background image a transparent watermark or change the color. When you insert a background sound, it plays once when you open the Web page unless you select the Loop option. In addition, you can change the color of page text and hyperlinks. For advanced features, you can set page margins, work with code snippets, specify a language or set workgroup options.

1. Open the web site you created in lesson #3A which should be stored in a folder on your network home directory.

2. Create a blank web page.

3. Click the Web page tab.

4. Click the File menu and then click Properties.

5. Click the General tab and notice what you can do here.  Don’t change anything here just carefully read the next sequence of instructions which follow.  You will be using this tab to change the Web page title, add a page description, specify keywords for search engines, and insert a background sound. You can also specify a base location which changes the root location (where your home page is typically located).

6. Now click the Formatting tab. You will be using this tab to insert a background image, and make it a watermark (transparent). To delete a background, select the image path and delete it. You can also use this tab to change the background text or link colors on the current page. If you insert a background sound, you can also select the look option. 

7. Look at the Advanced tab next. Use this tab to set margins for the current page. However, it's more efficient to make margin changes using CSS (cascading style sheets).
8. Finally, let’s look at the Workgroup tab. Use this tab to set options that are useful when you have multiple people working on a site. You can organize pages in categories, assign pages to a specific persons and specify current review status. 

Inserting Background Pictures
You can use a picture as the background for a page. Pictures can be taken from elsewhere on your site, a file, clip art or the Web. You can also use a background picture in watermark form. A watermark is a background effect that displays a graphic in a light shade behind your text on your page. You can use a washed out version of your company logo or you can add graphical text such as Under Construction. Pictures and watermarks display in the background titled across the page. Be aware that not all Web browsers support watermarks.
1. On your website, open and display the Web page you want to use. 
2. Right-click anywhere on the page to which you want to insert a background picture and then click Page Properties.

3. Click the Formatting tab. 
4. Select the Background Picture check box. If necessary, browse through your home directory for any pictures you might wish to use.  You may also wish to use a web slide as described in a previous PowerPoint lesson.

5. Once you have located the picture you want to insert, click Open. The picture you selected now opens as a background image. 
6. Click OK.

Changing Background Colors

If you'd like to add some interest to your pages, you can add background colors. When selecting background colors, some creative judgment is required. For example, if you choose a dark color for your background, make sure you use a light color for your text (the most commonly used is white) to generate the appropriate contrast required for easy reading.

1. Right-click the page to which you want to change a background color and then click Page 
Properties.

2. Click the Formatting tab.

3. Click the Background list arrow.

4. Click the color you want on the color palette.

5. Click OK.
Adding Background Sounds
You can introduce background sounds to accompany and enhance your Web page. There's nothing like hearing a favorite tune when you enter a site or visit a particular page. The sound can be played continuously in a loop or you can set it for a desired number of plays. Be aware that not all browsers support background sound.
1. Open and display the Web page you want to use.

2. Right-click the page to which you want to add a background sound and then click Page Properties.

3. If necessary, click the General tab.

4. Type the sound file name or click Browse, locate and select the sound file you want to use and then click Open. 
5. To set the sound to repeat continuously, clear the Forever check box and then click the 
number arrows in the Loop box to set the number of times you want the sound to play.
6. Click OK. Whenever a visitor opens the page, they will hear the sound effect you chose.

Setting the Page Size

Since visitors to your Web site can use different screen resolutions or window sizes, you need to develop Web pages so a variety of users can view it without having to zoom in or scroll. You can use the P age Size command to simulate different page sizes to see how your pages look. The page sizes available using the Page Size command correspond to standard screen resolutions which include 640 x 480, 800 x 600 and 1024 x 768 (all maximized). 

1. Click the View menu and then point to Page Size. 
2. Click the page size you want.

Save your work on your network drive and exit Expression Web.
