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Microsoft Expression Web #3A: Working with Web Pages

(credit to Steve Johnson; Perspection, Inc.)

After completing this lesson, you will be able to perform the following skills:

· Create an HTML page.

· Open web pages using the Folders view.

· Navigate through web pages.

· Rename pages, create new folders and move pages between folders.

· Set a home page.
· Change the title of a web page.

Once on the Web, You can open other Web pages in the Folder List or Folders views, or you can even open up another page using the Windows menu. Microsoft Expression Web provides several ways to navigate between pages. After you open a web page, You can use the document tabs at the top of the editing window in Design View, choose the Web page's name from the Window menu, or press Ctrl +Tab until the page you want appears in the window to navigate between pages.

One of the most user-friendly components of Expression Web is its capability to automatically convert text and images into HTML format. When You save a Web site or Web page, it is actually being saved in HTML format. After you create a Web site, you can use the Folder List view to quickly and easily manage individual Web pages.  With this lesson, we will begin by creating a one-page website with one blank page and then enlarge it to 3 blank pages.  In future lessons, we will populate these pages with text and then graphics.
Creating an HTML Page

An HTML page is a common Web page. HTML is a coding language that describes the elements on a Web page and instructs a Web browser how to display it. As you add elements to an HTML page in Design view, Expression Web creates the HTML code behind it. If you are familiar with the HTML language, you can use the Code view to make code changes.  Although we will not be learning any HTML code in this class, you should know that code exists behind each web page. Split view allows you to display Design and Code view at the same time which makes it a beneficial learning tool. You can see how the code changes as you add and remove components in design view.

1. Create a one-page website using the instructions from lesson #2 and save it to your network home directory with a name which indicates your site’s purpose.

2. Click the Web Site tab for the site in which you want a new page.

3. Click the New button list arrow on the Common toolbar and then click Page.
4. In the left pane, click General.
5. Click HTML.
6. Click OK. An untitled Web page appears.

7. Click the Save button on the Common toolbar, type a name for the page and then click Save.
8. Exit Expression Web.  Save it again if prompted.
Opening Web Pages from Within a Web
Expression Web allows you to multi-task which means you can have more than one web page open at the same time. After you open a web site, you can quickly open web pages in Folders view or from the Folder List instead of using the Open button on the Common toolbar or the Open command on the File menu. If you want to view open Web pages in a separate Expression Web window, you can display the page and then choose Open in New Window from the Window menu. You can press <Alt> + <Tab> to switch between the separate windows. Instead of starting from scratch to create a new page, you can open a copy of an existing page with the default new Web page title of Untitled_1.htm.
1. Launch Expression Web.

2. Open the web site you just created.

3. Click the Web Site tab.

4. Click the Folders button.

5. Double-click the icon or file name representing the page you just created in step #7 of the previous instruction sequence. 
Navigating Web Pages
Expression Web provides several ways to navigate between pages. After you open a Web page, you can use the document tabs at the top of the Editing window, choose the Web page's name from the Window menu or press <Ctrl> +<Tab> until the page you want appears in the window to navigate between pages.
1. This time, create another blank page.

2. Open your web site with the Web page you want to display and then open the Web page.
3. Click the document tab with the page you want to display.  You can also display open windows by using the Windows menu.  Try it.
Renaming Web Pages
After you create a website, you can use the Folder List to quickly and easily rename, create and move individual web pages, files and folders.
1. First, let’s look at how to rename a web page. Open the web site with the web page you want to rename.

2. If necessary, click the View menu and then click Folder List to display the Folder List.
3. In the Folder List, right-click the page you want to rename and then click Rename.
Creating New Folders
At times during the development process, it is desirable to create folders to store thematically related documents to enhance file-directory organization.  Let’s look at how to do this.

1. Click the New Folder button.

2. Type a new name and then press Enter.

Moving Web Pages
As you develop web pages, the theme of a document can change.  So it may be desirable to re-locate the page to a different folder. 
1. If necessary, click the View menu and then click Folder List to display the Folder List.

2. In the Folder List, display the page you want to use.

3. Drag the page icon to the folder in the folder list where you want it to occupy on your site.
Setting the Home Page
When you create a website using a template, Expression Web automatically creates a home page called default.htm which is the first page visitors see when they visit your site . lf you already have a home page or want to create a different one, you can quickly set the one you want as the new home page using the Folder List.

1. Open your website.

2. Create another blank page.
3. If the folder list is not already displayed, click the View menu and then click Folder List to display the Folder List.
4. In the Folder List, right click the page you want to set as the new home page and then click Set as Home Page.
Changing the Web Page Title
A Web page title is the text that visitors see on the title bar of their Web browser when they display the Web page. Expression Web automatically sets the Web page title to the same text as the Web page file name. When you save a Web page, you can change the title. If you didn't change the title during the save process or you want to change it, you can use the Properties dialog box.  Let’s look at how to do this now.
1. If necessary, click the View menu and then click Folder List to display the Folder List.

2. In the Folder List, right-click the page you want to change and then click Properties. The Properties dialog box opens displaying the General tab with the current title selected. 
3. Type a new name for the title. 
4. Click OK.
5. Save your work for today and then exit Expression Web.
