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Microsoft Expression Web #8F: Working with Tables
(credit to Steve Johnson; Perspection, Inc.)
Our lessons in this sub unit have focused on tables as discrete objects on blank web pages.  In practice, they exist as more subtle objects which are tightly integrated with other assets – text, graphics, videos and photographs. This lesson will culminate our study of tables by combining our knowledge of tables, composition and layout as well as graphics.

By the end of this lesson, you will be able to perform the following skills:

· Format tables with styles.

· Format tables using AutoFormat.

· Add color to table elements.

· Change the cell border color.

· Add a graphic to a table.

Formatting Tables with Styles

A uniform background color isn't always the best solution. For example, if you have a large table with a lot of columns, it might be easier for the reader to follow particular rows of information if your table uses alternating background colors for each row.  Perhaps, you just want to have a different color in the first row or column (or both) to pull out the key terms that organize the data. Either way, you can use a color template to format your table regardless of the number of cells it contains or their arrangement.

1. Open and display the Web page  you want to use.  Click the table to select it.

2. Click the Table AutoFormat Combo button list arrow on the Tables toolbar.

3. Click the table format style you want.

 

Format a Table Using  AutoFormat

1. Open and display the web page  you want to use.

2. Click the table to select it.

3. Click the Table AutoFormat button on the Tables toolbar.

4. Click the table format you want.

5. Click the format check boxes to  select or clear additional  formatting options.

6. Click OK.

Adding Color to Table Elements

Next, let’s look at how to add color to table elements.  Tables are transparent by default showing the background color or pattern of the Web page as the background of the table. If this is not the best design choice, consider adding a different color as the background. You can change the color table elements quickly using the Fill Color button on the Tables toolbar. If you want to change several color options at once, you can use the Table Properties dialog box. You can also add color to cells and borders. A cell border can contain one or two colors and each individual cell within a table can have its own one or two-colored border.

1. Open and display the Web page  you want to use.

2. Select the table, column, row or cell you want to add color.

3. Click the Fill Color button list  arrow on the Tables toolbar.

4. Select a color on the menu.

5. Click OK.

 

Change Cell Border or  Background Color

1. Open and display the Web page you want to use.

2. Right-click the table cell and then  click Cell Properties.

3. Click the Color list arrow and then  select a color.  You can set the cell's background using the following parameters in  the Background area:

a. Click the Color list arrow and  then select a color. 

b. Click OK.

 

Adding Graphics in Tables

Finally, we’ll add a graphic to a cell or table.  Because tables are supported by many browsers, they can be used to help lay out a page's text and graphics. Tables provide an ideal way to present images in a unified manner which browsers can consistently display in the same way. You can insert pictures into a single cell or an entire table using the Cell Properties and Table Properties dialog boxes.

1. Open and display the Web page  you want to use.

2. Right-click the table or cell and then click Table Properties to add  a table image or Cell Properties to  add a cell image.

3. Select the Use background picture check box.

4. Click Browse.  Locate and select the picture you want to use and then click Open.

5. Click OK.

