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Microsoft Expression Web #8C: Working with Tables
(credit to Steve Johnson; Perspection, Inc.)

By the end of today’s lesson, you will be able to modify a layout table and create a conventional table.

Before you can modify a layout table, you need to first select it and you must not be in drawing mode. You can click the Draw Layout Cell button to change modes. To select a layout table, point to the table edge, and then click the green edge. When you select a layout table, list arrows appear at the edges, indicating the size of the row or column. You can click the list arrows to change row and column properties.

Modify a Layout Table
1. Open and display the Web page with the layout table you want to use.

2. Point to the edge of the layout table to display a green edge.

3. Click the green edge to select the layout table.

4. Click the list arrow for the row or column you want to modify and then click Change Column Height or Change Width Height to open a dialog box. You can select some options directly from the submenu without opening the dialog box (if so, skip steps 5and 6).

5. Select the row or columns options you want. The column options include: 

a. column width

b. clear contradicting width: select to correct two or more cells in the same column with different heights

c. make column autostretch: select to let the browser determine the width of the column.

d. use column spacer image: select to control the width of the column by adding a transparent picture to the last row.

6. Click OK.

Creating a Conventional Table
Though you might want to reference and analyze information, the best way to initially display large amounts of data is through the use of tables. Tables are defined by their various components -- the cell, the row and the column. The number of rows determines the height of the table and the number of columns the width. The combination of the two determines the total number of cells that can hold information. You can quickly create a table by using the insert button on the Standard toolbar and choosing how many rows and columns you want or by using the Insert Table command and selecting the options you want in the Insert Table dialog box.

1. Open and display the Web page you want to use.

2. Click where you want to create a table.

3. Click the Insert Table button on the Standard toolbar.

4. Drag to choose how many rows and columns you want.
