Microsoft Expression Web #8B: Working with Tables
(credit to Steve Johnson; Perspection, Inc.)

Expression Web makes a distinction between conventional cells and layout cells. Conventional cells contain no special properties while layout cells do.  These special properties, for example, allow you to have individual borders, rounded corners, shadows and resize or reposition layout cells without affecting other layout cells. When you add a layout cell in a layout table, Expression Web adds and sizes rows and columns to create the cell in the location where you want it. The rows and columns serve only to position the cell. When you add more layout cells the rows and columns change. After you create a layout cell, you can move and resize it to create the layout you want. Before you can move or resi2e a layout cell, you need to first select it (point to the edge, and then click the blue edge).

By the end of today’s lesson, you will be able to draw layout tables and cells, resize a table and layout cell.

Draw a Layout Table and Cell
1. Open and display the Web page with the layout table you want to use.

2. Click the Task Panes menu and then click Layout Tables to display the Layout Tables task pane.

3. Click the Draw Layout Table button on the task pane.

4. Drag a layout table on the page.

5. Click the Draw Layout Cell button on the task pane.

6. Drag a layout cell in the layout table.  To draw multiple cells, press and hold Ctrl while you drag each cell. 

Resize a Layout Table

1. Open and display the Web page with the layout cells you want to change.

2. Point to the edge of the layout table to display a green edge.

3. Click the green edge to select the layout table.

4. To resize the layout table, drag a handle to the desired size.

Move or Resize a Layout Cell
1. Open and display the Web page with the layout cells you want to change.

2. Point to the edge of the layout cell to display a blue edge.

3. Click the blue edge to select the layout cell. 
4. To move the layout cell, drag the tab at the top of the cell with the cell size or the blue edge.

5. To resize the layout cell, drag a handle to the desired size.
Activity: create three blank web pages.  Draw one layout table on each page.  They should take up most of the space on each page.  Draw 12 cells on the first page (of 3 rows and 4 columns), 16 on the second (4x4) and 20 on the third (of 5 rows and 4 columns).  Type the number of each cell on each page and center the numbers.
