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Microsoft Expression Web #8A: Working with Tables
(credit to Steve Johnson; Perspection, Inc.)

Today, we will continue our work in web design by turning our attention to the more advanced topics.  Today, we will begin  a new subunit on tables in Expression Web.  Tables are a useful tool for laying out and formatting Web pages. They consist of horizontal rows and vertical columns. The intersection of a row and column is called a cell, which contains the information you want to present. A table in Expression Web has two main uses: page layout and data formatting. 


A layout table creates a grid on your page, which you can use to position various elements such as text and graphics on the page to create an overall look. Due to limitations in HTML for arranging information, page layout is one of the most important aspects of using a table in Expression Web.

In addition to page layout, tables also make it easy to manage and present your data. These conventional tables that format your data in a tabular way, are like the ones you might create in some of the other Office programs, such as Microsoft Excel, PowerPoint or Word. The main difference between layout tables and conventional tables is the additional page layout options to arrange and modify cell properties. If you create one type of table, yet determine later you need the other, you can switch between the two types.

By the end of this subunit, you will be able to do the following:

1. Crate a layout table.

2. Draw a layout table and cells.

3. Modify a layout table.

4. Create a conventional table.

5. Enter text in a table.

6. Fill a table with information.

7. Add cells, rows and columns to tables.

8. Resize rows and columns.

9. Delete table elements.

10. Change table properties.

11. Change cell properties.

12. Format a table

13. Add graphics to a table.

By the end of this lesson, you will be able to create a layout table and change some of its properties.

Creating a Layout Table
A layout table helps you organize data and design the overall look of a Web page. A layout table creates a grid on the page which you can use to map out the location for each element you want to display on the page – text and graphics. You can create your own layout table grid or use one of the table layout templates that come with Expression Web.  The templates provide a quick and easy way to create a table grid. Once you create a layout table, you can create additional cells and insert your content.

1. Open and display a blank Web page.

2. Click the Task Panes menu and then click Layout Tables to display the Layout Tables task pane. Lf you want to display more information, click the Maximize button in the Layout Tables task pane.

3. Click the Draw Layout Table button and then drag to create a table.

4. Click on the “Header, Footer and  3-Columns” button in the Template and Table layouts area.
5. Activity: populate each column of the table with the following:
a. In the header, type “This is a page about me.”

b. In the left column, type your name, address, city, state and zip code.  See if you can format these elements within the column so that they’re attractive.

c. In the middle column, type a brief statement about your future plans.

d. In the right column, explain your purpose for wanting to have a presence on the internet.
6. Now let’s look at changing some of the table properties.

a. Increase the height of the table to 1000.  In the space below, describe the change you observed.  How do you know that the height of the table was increased?

b. Type <Ctrl> + <Z> to undo the change you made.
c. Repeat the same procedure with the width of the table. 

