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Microsoft Expression Web #7A: Interactive Behaviors

(credit to Steve Johnson; Perspection, Inc.)

Implementing the use of interactive buttons makes moving around a site an easy experience for a visitor. You can customize these buttons, and define hyperlinks for them. These animation effects are triggered by an event, such as clicking on a link. In these next few lessons, you will learn to use the Behaviors task pane to apply the behavior to a triggering object, such as a button. You will then specify the event that triggers the behavior, such as releasing the mouse, select a target object, such as a graphic, and then select settings for behavior parameters, such as a U.R.L. address or element property.

In this lesson, you will be able to insert interactive buttons.  You will also learn how to edit interactive buttons
Inserting Interactive Buttons

An interactive button gives you the ability to link one page to another page in the current Web site, a Web site or an e-mail address. You don't have to know HTML code to create, modify and link an interactive button. You can select a button style from a pre-defined list and then add button text, select button and background colors and specify the font style, size and color for all states of the button including the original, hover and pressed states. After you create the button, you can define a hyperlink for a button.

1. Open and display the Web page you want to use.
2. Position the insertion point where you want to insert an interactive button.
3. Click the Insert menu and then click Interactive Button.
4. Click the button type you want.
5. Type the button title.
6. Type a hyperlink location or use Browse to locate and select it.
7. Click the Font tab.
8. Select the font options you want:
a. Font, Font Style, and Size: specifies the button text font type, style and size.
b. Font Color: specifies the text font color for the original, hovered and pressed button.
c. Alignment: specifies the horizontal and vertical alignment of the text.
9. Click the Image tab.

10. Specify the image options you want.

a. Width and Height: controls the width and height of the button.

b. Create Hover Image: select to change the button when the mouse pointer passes over it.

c. Create Pressed Image: select to change the button when a visitor clicks it.

d. Preload Button Images: select to load all the button pictures in memory.

11. Click the JPEG image option to choose a solid background color or choose the GlF image option to set a transparent background.

12. Click OK.

13. Click the Save button on the Common toolbar and then click OK (if necessary) to save any embedded and related files.

 

Edit an Interactive Button

1. Open and display the Web page you want to use with the interactive buttons.
2. Double-click the interactive button or right-click the button and then click Button Properties.
3. Change the button title.
4. Change the hyperlink location or use Browse to locate and select it.
5. If you want to change the font, click the Font tab and then make the changes you want.
6. Click the Image tab.
7. Clear the Maintain proportions check box and then change the Width and Height to the size you want for the button.
8. Click OK.
9. Click the Save button on the Common toolbar and then click OK (if necessary) to save any embedded and related files.
