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Microsoft Expression Web #5C: Working with Web Page Graphics
(credit to Steve Johnson; Perspection, Inc.)

Lesson Objectives:
In today’s lesson, you will learn how to perform the following skills:

1. Create thumbnails of image and set AutoThumbnail properties.
2. Crop graphics.
3. Rotate and flip graphics.

4. Position graphics on the page.

Creating Thumbnails of Images
Instead of waiting for a large picture to download, you can use a small preview picture known as a thumbnail which downloads much faster.  It's common practice to display a small preview picture and give the visitor the choice of whether to view the larger version.
1. Open and display the Web page you want to use. 
2. Select the graphic you want to use to create a thumbnail.
3. Click the Auto Thumbnail button on the Pictures toolbar.
4. To view the thumbnail and larger image, press F12 to start your Web browser and then click a thumbnail. 
Set AutoThumbnail Properties
1. Click the Tools menu and then click Page Editor Options.
2. Click the AutoThumbnail tab.
3. Select the general and usage options you want.
4. Click OK. 

Cropping Graphics

From our lessons in PowerPoint, you learned that cropping is the process of framing a portion of a photo and eliminating any unnecessary visual elements. If for example, you have a photo that is not centered properly, you can crop out the side to center it. You can use the Crop button on the Pictures toolbar to drag a resize handle on a graphic to crop out part of the image.
1. Open and display the Web page you want to use.
2. Select the graphic you want to crop.  Resize handles appear on the graphic and the Pictures toolbar opens.
3. Click the Crop button on the Pictures toolbar. A cropping box appears inside the 
graphic.
4. Drag a resize handle on the cropping box to include the part of the graphic that you want to keep.
5. Click the Crop button on the Pictures toolbar again to eliminate the area outside of the cropping box. 
Rotating and Flipping Graphics
After you insert a graphic or create an object, you can change its orientation on the page by rotating or flipping it. Rotating a graphic keeps the original front to back positioning and rotates the graphic clockwise or counter-clockwise to achieve the desired affect while flipping a graphic creates a mirror graphic of a graphic oriented either horizontally or vertically. Rotating turns an object 90 degrees to the right or left; flipping turns an object 180 degrees horizontally or vertically.
1. Open and display the Web page you want to use.
2. Select the graphic you want to flip or rotate.
3. To rotate the graphic, click either the Rotate Right 90 button or the Rotate Left 90 button on the Pictures toolbar.
4. Now try to flip the graphic.  Click either the Flip Horizontal button or the Flip Vertical button on the Pictures toolbar.
Positioning Graphics
Expression Web gives you the control you need to place graphics and text on the page in exactly the place where you want them. You can position graphics and text elements on the page in different ways. You can use absolute positioning to place an element at an exact location on the page, or relative positioning to place an element in line with text where it can move depending on the changes you make on the page. When you change positioning, Expression Web creates a separate layer (identified by a blue border and a name tag in the upper-left corner) for the element which you can resize, move and name. An element placed using absolute positioning appears in a fixed location relative to the top-left corner of the page.

1. Open and display the Web page you want to use.

2. Select the graphic you want to change positioning.

3. Click the Format menu and then click Position.

4. Click the Absolute or Relative box.

5. Click OK. A blue layer appears with the graphic.
6. To move or resize the positioning layer, click the edge of the layer if necessary and then drag the edge or a handle.
