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Microsoft Expression Web #5B: Working with Web Page Graphics
(credit to Steve Johnson; Perspection, Inc.)

Lesson Objectives:
In today’s lesson, you will learn how to perform the following skills:

1. Select and move graphics.
2. Resize and sample graphics.

Selecting and Moving Graphics
As you learn more about and use Expression Web, you'll want to enhance your web pages with more than just text. To do so, you can insert an object. An object is a picture or graphic image you create with a drawing program or insert from an existing file of another program.  For example, you can insert a company logo that you have drawn yourself or you can insert clipart. To work with an object, you need to select it first. Then you can resize or move it with its selection handles, the little circles that appear on the edges of the selected object.
1. To select an object, go to design view, click an object to display its handles. To select more than one object at a time, hold down Shift as you click each object.
2. In Page view, click elsewhere within the document window to deselect a selected object.
3. To move an object, open and display the Web page you want to use.
4. Click an object to select it.
5. Drag the object to a new location.
6. Release the mouse button to drop the object in the new location.

Working with Graphics
When you select a graphic, the Pictures toolbar appears by default unless you close it. The Pictures toolbar provides buttons to perform simple editing tasks such as cropping, flipping, rotating and adjusting brightness and contrast. Most of this should already be familiar to you given your work with Word.  If you need to perform major editing, it's best to use a graphics program designed to do the job.  Photoshop is probably the best program for this purpose.  After you edit a graphic and save the changes, you have the option to save the graphics as a new file or replace the original using the Save Embedded Files dialog box. 

1. Let’s begin this segment by learning how to modify graphics using the pictures toolbar.  Open and display the web page you want to use.

2. In the Design or Split view, click the picture you want to use to select it. The Pictures toolbar now appears.  If it doesn’t, click the Edit menu, point to the toolbars option and then click Pictures.

3. Click the buttons you want on the Pictures toolbar to make changes to the graphic.

4. Click the Save button on the Common toolbar.

5. Click Change Folder, navigate to the Web site folder and then click OK.
Resizing and Sampling Graphics
When you insert a graphic from a scanner or digital camera for example, the graphic typically comes in large so you'll need to resize it. You can resize graphics using both numerical and graphic-direct techniques. However, if you enlarge a graphic too much, it becomes pixilated so you lose image details. After you resize a graphic, the Picture Actions button appears where you have the option to retain the picture file's original size but tell the browser to use the new size or to change the picture's physical size to the new size known as resampling. The next time you save the page, Expression Web prompts you to save the picture at the new size.
1. Begin by opening the Web page you want to use.
2. Select the graphic you want to resize. Resize handles appear on the graphic.
3. Drag a resize handle (small squares) to the size you want. To resize a graphic while preserving its proportions hold down the Shift key while you drag a handle located in 
the graphic's corners diagonally.
4. Click the Picture Actions button and then click an option to resample or not. Only Modify Size Attributes modifies the picture size attributes in the HTML code yet retains the original picture size. Resample Picture To Match Size changes the physical picture size on the page and in the file.
Resizing Graphics Numerically
1. Open and display the Web page you want to use.
2. Right-click the graphics and then click Picture Properties.
3. Click the Appearance tab.
4. Select the Specify size check box.
5. If you want to preserve the height-to-width proportions of the picture, select the Keep aspect ratio check box. The aspect ratio refers to the proportions of a graphic. If you select this option, you only need to change the width or height not both.
6. Decide whether you want to change the si2e in pixels or in percentage and then enter values in the Width and Height boxes.
7. Click OK.
