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Microsoft Expression Web #5A: Working with Web Page Graphics
(credit to Steve Johnson; Perspection, Inc.)

Lesson Objectives:
In today’s lesson, you will learn how to perform the following skills:

1. Insert graphics in a web page.
2. Copy and paste graphics from the web.

Introduction

In this next series of lessons, we will be working with graphics.  Graphics can be used to provide visual interest, supplemental information, or even to support a theme. The interface we studied during our first few lessons on Word graphics is essentially the same as it is in Expression Web.  Once you get the graphic into your web page, you can move it to the location you want. You might need to manipulate the graphic by rotating or flipping it for the perfect fit and angle. Most likely, you'll also need to crop or resize the graphic to be the size you need. Again, refer to your lesson on Word graphics for instructions on this.  You will also position graphics and text elements on the page in different ways. You will learn to use absolute positioning to place an element at an exact location on the page or relative positioning to place an element inline with text, where it can move depending on the changes you make the page. Next, you will learn how to use thumbnails to display small preview images instead of waiting for large pictures to download which optimizes page loading time. 

In these lessons, we will be working with two different types of graphics.  The most common types are GIF (CompuServe's Graphics Interchange, which uses up to 256 colors) and JPEG (Joint Photographic Experts Group, which uses more than 256 colors). Both formats have specific strengths and weaknesses. GIFs work best for buttons, solid blocks of color and illustrations, while J PEGs work best for photo- graphs.
Inserting Graphics
Expression Web makes it possible for you to insert graphics, pictures, scanned or digital photographs or artwork you scanned or created in a drawing program. We will practice using the Insert menu to insert these files.  Optionally, you can drag and drop files from the Folder List. When you open your web site, the files and folders in the web site folder appear in the folder list. You can use Windows Explorer to copy or move files into the Web site folder and then drag files onto your Web pages from the Folder List.
1. Open and display the Web page you want to use.
2. Position the insertion point where you want to insert a graphic.
3. Click the Insert menu, point to Picture' and then click From File.
4. Navigate to the drive and folder location of the file you want to insert.
5. Click the file(s) you want to insert.
6. Click Insert.  For accessibility purposes, type a brief description of the graphic in 
the Alternate text box.
7. Click OK.
8. Click the Save button on the Common toolbar. If you want to change folder location, click Change Folder, navigate to the web site folder and then click OK.
Copying and Pasting Graphics from the Web
We worked on this before in our lesson on PowerPoint web slides.  Copying and pasting objects is another integral part of Web design. In a web page, you can copy and paste graphics in the same way in which you copy and paste text. When you want to copy a graphic from the Web, the process is slightly different in a Web browser; you use the right-click method.  However, when you copy material from the Web, you should get permission from the owner to use it.  More will be said on this later.

1. If necessary, open your Web browser and then search the Web for a graphic as you normally would using your browser.
2. Right-click the graphic and then click Copy.
3. Close your browser and switch back to Expression Web.
4. Open and display the Web page you want to use.
5. Click where you want to insert the graphic.
6. Click the Edit menu and then click Paste.  This inserts a reference on your page to the graphic on the Web site.
In addition to your focus lesson points for today, you will be asked by your teacher to perform these skills in the presence of your teacher.  This will count for 10 quiz points.
